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Violence against women is happening everywhere. 
It is local and specific. It does not distinguish between class or race or age or locality. Rape happens 
in back alleys, plush hotel suites and college dorms. Women are beaten in thatched huts, high-rise 
apartments and trailer parks. They are sold into sexual slavery every few minutes. They are burned 
with acids for refusing to marry, mutilated as little girls. Although the particular forms of violence may 
vary from culture to culture, we have come to expect it, make room for it, and accommodate it, as if 
it were a given of the human condition. As a result, women spend most of their lives recovering from, 
resisting or surviving violence rather than creating and thriving.

V-Day is a radical idea, a catalytic force, a deeper imagining, an invitation. 
It is both the vision of the place and the energy necessary to transport us to the place where women 
are free and safe. For four years, V-Day has been growing and gathering women from all over the 
world. There are V-productions in over 35 countries. We have connected with the communities of the 
raped and murdered women from Juarez, Mexico, sex-trafficked women from Paris, Bulgaria and 
Manila, women who have been date-raped on college campuses all over North America, women 
honor-killed in Jordan, battered women in the corporate world, genitally-mutilated women in Kenya, 
the women slowly being made extinct through gender genocide in Afghanistan. Women are respond-
ing and joining together in a global community, a global energy that is changing the world.

This year, V-Day is spreading like an antidote to the virus of violence. 
We are going further, we are going everywhere. We are moving into town halls, church basements, 
college auditoriums, and union halls. We are inviting women and men to host V-Day wherever they 
live, to bring “The Vagina Monologues” for one night to their communities, wherever women need to 
be safe, whatever the venue — a living room, an amphitheater, an open valley or a stadium.

VISION 2002

envision a world without violence

make your community a Rape Free Zone

grassroots and global

join us...
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CAMPAIGNS:The Heart of V-DAY

The V-Day College Campaign 
brings the message of V-Day to 
hundreds of colleges and 
universities around the world.

The V-Day Worldwide Campaign 
brings the message to stadiums, 
churches, local theaters, village 
markets, and even hotel pool-
side patios.

Hundreds of volunteer orga-
nizers around the world have 
become part of V-Day. They 
have brought V-Day to hundreds 
of thousands of people in their 
communities.  They have raised 
millions of dollars.

V-Day campaigns create activ-
ists. As women struggle to speak 
the word Vagina openly and 
proudly, they confront adminis-
trators, journalists, politicians, 
advertising departments who 
do not want the truth spoken. 
Overcoming these obstacles 
is a life-changing and society-
changing experience.

V-Day campaigns bring com-
munities together. Artists and 
activists, sheriffs and social 
workers, politicians and shelter 
volunteers speak together: the 
violence must stop.

Money raised by V-Day cam-
paigns remains in the commu-
nity, donated to local groups 
working to end the violence.  On 
average, each campaign raises 
over $7,000.  In 2002 alone, 800 
V-Day events raised over three 
million dollars for local groups 
working to end violence against 
women and girls.

V-Day campaigns change lives 
and save lives.
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STOP RAPE CONTEST

The Stop Rape Contests cre-
ated by V-Day and adminis-
tered by Equality Now pose the 
simple question: how would you 
stop rape in your community?

By harnessing the creative 
imaginations of women and 
girls, we inspire people to imag-
ine a world free of violence, and 
help build the bridge to bring us 
to that world.

Winning entries are funded by 
V-Day.

2001
Brazil: Regine Bandler (with Ana 
Bosch) — stop-rape and anti-
violence campaigns through 
street/popular theater.

Kenya: Jennifer Jadwero 
— establishing Anti-Rape Youth 
Groups in elementary and sec-
ondary schools.

Germany: Silke Pillinger (with 
Karin Heisecke) — printing 
anti-rape slogans on bread and 
pastry paper wrappings.

2002
Slovenia: Aprilija Luzar — pro-
viding free Women’s Taxis 
upholstered in red and driven 
by professional counselors.

Philippines: Sandra Torrijos 
— stop rape stamps on a letter 
or postcard will travel across 
classes and borders raising 
the consciousness of all to stop 
rape.

Peru: Graciela Olazabal — a 
stop rape festival with games 
educating and mobilizing ado-
lescents to end rape.
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COLLEGE CAMPAIGN

In 2002, 515 schools around the world participated in the V-Day 
2002 College Campaign, from Xavier University in the Philippines 
to Trinity College in Ireland to George Washington University in 

Washington, DC to Bundelkhand University 
in India.

In the four years since its inception, the 
V-Day College Campaign has taken 

place at nearly 1,000 schools 
worldwide and has raised over $2 

million. Over 300,000 
people have attended 
College Campaign 
events and, through 

them, almost 25 million 
people have been exposed 

to V-Day.

“The Vagina Monologues” have pretty much taken over my life - my cell phone even says “Vagina Girl” on it ... :) It’s been a really long, hard 
haul, but I think I’m thriving on it because IT’S WORTH IT... even listening to the way my cast talks about it, the way that people have been 
brought together to have honest dialogue about violence against women and women’s bodies and experiences... they’re worth not sleeping 
much... Honestly, this project has changed my life. I have direction now. I know what I want to do. I want to do things like this for the rest of 
my natural life. Thank you for giving me this opportunity.

 - Student V-Day Organizer
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WORLDWIDE CAMPAIGN

Worldwide Campaign events 
happened in communities as 
far apart as Reykjavik Iceland 
and Cagayan de Oro in the 
Philippines, Brisbane Australia, 
Shanghei China and Ukiah Cali-
fornia. Venues were as varied 
as the communities themselves 
— churches, court-houses, 
huge stadiums, intimate coffee 
houses, and even the beach. 
V-Day Worldwide Campaign 
organizers triumphed over 
adversity — under difficult 
conditions in a refugee camp 
in Holland, with threats of ban-
ning in Jakarta Indonesia and 
arrests in Lubumbashi in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Through all this, our invincible 
V-crusaders went ahead with 
their V-Day performances.

Each and every V-Day 
Worldwide Campaign organizer 
attested to the true power of 
doing a V-Day event — working 
so closely with their communi-
ties on such an important issue 
changed not only their lives but 
changed the dynamic within 
their communities. V-Day events 
began long-awaited and much 
needed dialogue between com-
munity members and family 

members. It changed old per-
ceptions and raised awareness 
and consciousness through 
the media. Each and every 
organizer was touched by the 
magnitude and power of being 
part of a global movement 
— a truly global community of 
people all working toward one 
goal — ending violence against 
women and girls.
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599 CITIES

35 COUNTRIES

515 COLLEGES

WORLD WIDE CAMOPAIGN: Argentina Buenos Aires Austria Vienna Australia Perth, Lismore, Brisbane, Launceston Bangladesh, Belgium Basse-Wavre Burkina Fasso Ouagadougou Bermuda Hamilton Brazil Sao Paulo, 
Canada Alberta Brooks British Columbia Creston, Field, Galiano Island, Hornby Island, Kelowna, Mayne Island, Nelson, Pender Island, Penticton, Salt Spring Island, Saturna Island, Smithers, Sunshine Coast, Vancouver, 
Victoria, Whistler, Williams Lake, New Brunsick Saint John, St Stephen, Newfoundland St. John’s Northwest Territories Yellowknife Nova Scotia Halifax, Middleton, Wolfville Ontario Belleville, Brantford, Dryden, Guelph, 
Kincardine, Kitchener-Waterloo, Lindsay, London, Newmarket, Ottawa, Pembroke, Perth, Peterborough, Richmond Hill, Sault Ste. Marie, Sudbury, Timmins, Toronto, Windsor Quebec Montreal Saskatchewan Moose Jaw, 
Cameroon Yaounde China Hong Kong, Shanghai Germany Berlin, Idar-Oberstein, Frankfurt, Lubeck France Paris Guatemala Antigua, Guatemala City Croatia Zagreb Indonesia Jakarta Ireland Cork, Dublin, Galway City, 
Limerick Israel Tel Aviv India, Iceland Reykjavik Italy Parma Kenya Eldoret Macedonia Skopje Malaysia Federal Territory, Kuala Lumpur Mexico Mexico City, Alamos Nigeria Lagos New Zealand Christchurch, Auckland, 
Wellington, Philippines: Cebu City, Manila, Cagayan de Oro City Romania Bucharest, Constanta, Sibiu, Targu-Mures, Tmisoara South Africa Johannesburg Sweden Malmo United Kingdom Aylesbury, Beckenham, 
Birmingham, Bishops Stortford, Bradford, Brighton, Bristol, Bury St Edmunds, Cambridge, Chilham, Colchester, Derry, Edinburgh, Eastbourne, Exeter, Farnham, Forres, Hereford, Hornchurch, Kings Lynn, Kingston, 
Leeds, Liverpool, London, Machynlleth, Newcastle, Pagham, Paisley, Peebles, Portsmouth, Renfrewshire, Rickmansworth, Scunthorpe, Stevenage, Stroud, Troon , Wokingham, Worcester United States Alaska Palmer 
Arizona Tucson, Tucson California Big Sur, Fairfield, Fort Bragg, Hollywood, Los Angeles, Monte Rio, Nevada County, Northridge, Ca., Ojai, Oxnard, Palm Springs, Petaluma, Point Arena, Sacramento, San Diego, San 
Francisco, San Jose, Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa, Ukiah, Watsonville, Willits Colorado Boulder, Durango, Fort Morgan Connecticut Brookfield, Putnam Florida Jacksonville, Orlando, Sarasota, Tallahassee, Tampa Georgia 
Atlanta Illinois Arlington Heights, Charleston, Chicago, Rock Island Indiana Indianapolis, Valparaiso Kentucky Louisville Massachusetts Amesbury, Boston, Lenox, Medford, Worcester Maine Calais, Camden, Ellsworth, 
Portland Michigan Grand Rapids, Muskegon Minnesota Barrett, Duluth Montana Billings North Carolina Chapel Hill, Charlotte, Durham, Wilmington New Hampshire Hanover, Portsmouth, New Jersey Jersey City, Montclair, 
Summit, Teaneck New Mexico Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Taos New York Buffalo, Endicott, Harlem, Hauppauge, Irvington, Lindenhurst, New York Queensbury, Staten Island, Syosset, Ohio Akron, Chillicothe, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Dayton Oregon Klamath Falls, Salem Pennsylvania Harrisburg, Jenkintown, Newtown, Philadelphia, Scranton Puerto Rico San Juan Rhode Island Newport South Carolina Beaufort South Dakota Rapid City, 
Tennessee Memphis Texas Houston, San Marcos Virginia Richmond Washington DC, Washington Port Angeles, Seattle, Spokane, Vashon Island Wisconsin La Crosse, Madison, Milwaukee, West Bend Zaire Lubumbashi
COLLEGE CAMPAIGN: Adelphi University Agnes Scott College Alaska Pacific University Alfred University Algoma University College Algonquin College of Applied Arts and Technology Allegheny College Alma College 
American University Amherst College Appalachian State University Arizona State University Art Center School of Design Arts Ed. School of Acting Ateneo de Manila University Augusta State University Austin College Austin 
Peay State University Bates College Beloit College Bemidji State University Bismarck State College Bloomfield College Bloomsburg University Boise State University Boston College Boston Conservatory The Boston 
University Bowdoin College Bowling Green State University Bradley University Brandeis University Bridgend College Brookdale Community College Brooklyn College CUNY Brooklyn Law School Broward Community College 
South Campus Brown University Bryant College Bryn Mawr College Bucknell University Bundelkhand University Butte College California State Polytechnic University Pomona California State University Bakersfield California 
State University Chico California State University Dominguez Hills California State University Fresno California State University Fullerton California State University Long Beach California State University Monterey Bay 
California State University Northridge California State University Sacramento California State University San Bernardino California State University Stanislaus Canada College Canadian College of Naturopathic Medicine 
Cape Cod Community College Carleton College Carleton University Carlow College Carnegie Mellon University Case Western Reserve University Castleton State College Cazenovia College Cedar Crest College Central 
Michigan University Centre College Chatham College City College of San Francisco Clarion University of Pennsylvania Clark University Coe College Colby College Colgate University College de l’Outaouais College of 
Charleston College of New Jersey College of New Rochelle College of Saint Catherine College of Santa Fe College of the Holy Cross College of the Sequoias College of William and Mary The Colorado College Colorado 
Technical University Columbia University Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons Community College of Baltimore Concordia College Concordia University River Forest Cornell University Cornish College 
of the Arts Cottey College Dartmouth College Davidson College De La Salle University Deakin University DePaul University DePauw University Diablo Valley College Dickinson College Dickinson State University Drake 
University Drew University Duke University Earlham College East Carolina University East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania Eastern Michigan University Eastern Washington University Edinboro University Elmhurst 
College Elmira College Elon University Emerson College Emporia State University Eugene Lang College Evergreen State College Fac Jean Monet Fitchburg State College Florida Atlantic University Florida International 
University Florida State University Foothill College Fordham University Fort Lewis College Frostburg State University Furman University Gallaudet University George Brown College George Mason University George 
Washington University Georgetown University Georgetown University Law Center Georgia Perimeter College Gettysburg College Glendale Community College Goldsmiths College Gonzaga University’s Women’s Studies Club 
Goshen College Goucher College Grand Valley State University Grande Prairie Regional College Grayson County College Great Basin College Green River Community College Guilford College Gustavus Adolphus College 
Hamilton College Hampshire College Hanover College Hartwick College Harvard University Haverford College HELP Institute Hofstra University Hollins University Holyoke Community College Hudson Valley Community 
College Humboldt State University Idaho State University Illinois State University Illinois Wesleyan University Indiana State University Indiana University of Pennsylvania Indiana University Bloomington Indiana University 
Northwest Indiana University Instituto Tecnologico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey Campus Estado de Mexico Ithaca College James Madison University John Carroll University John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
Johns Hopkins University Johnson & Wales University Joliet Junior College Keene State College Kent State University Kutztown University Lafayette College Lakehead University Lawrence University Lehigh University 
Lehman College CUNY Lewis & Clark College London School of Economics Long Beach City College Long Island University C.W. Post Campus Louisiana State University Shreveport Loyola University Chicago Luther 
College Lyc⁄e Moli∂re Lyc⁄e Notre-Dame Lycoming College Macalester College Manhattanville College Marist College Marquette University Marshall University Mary Baldwin College Maryland Institute College of Art 
Marymount Manhattan College Maryville University Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts Massachusetts Institute of Technology McMaster University McNeese State University Memorial University of Newfoundland 
Meredith College Mesa State College Metropolitan State College of Denver Miami University Ohio Michigan State University Middlebury College Middlesex County College Millersville University Millikin University 
Minnesota State University Mankato Minnesota State University Monmouth College Montana State University Bozeman Montclair State University Morehead State University Morgan State University Mount Allison University 
Mount Holyoke College Muhlenberg College Nassau Community College Nazareth College New College of Florida New Hampshire Technical Institute New Jersey City University New Mexico State University Main Campus 
New York Institute of Technology New York University New York University-London North Carolina State University North Devon College Northeastern Illinois University Northeastern State University Northeastern University 
Northern Arizona University Northern Essex Community College Northern Illinois University College of Law Northern Lights College-Fort Nelson Northern Michigan University Northwestern University Oakland University 
Oakton Community College Oberlin College Oglethorpe University Ohio State University Oklahoma City University Oklahoma State University Oregon State University Pace University-New York ,Pleasantville Pacific Lutheran 
University Pacific University Penn State University Pierce College Plattsburgh State University of New York Plymouth State College Pomona College Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Peru Portland Community College 
Portland State University Pratt Institute Princeton University Providence College Pulaski Technical College Queen  Mary  College Queens College Queen’s University Reed College Regis College Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute Rhodes College Rice University Richard Stockton College of New Jersey Roanoke College Robert Morris University Rochester Institute of Technology Roedean School Roosevelt University Russell Sage College 
Rutgers University New Brunswick Rutgers University-Newark Saddleback Community College Saint Cloud State University Saint Louis University Saint Mary’s College of Maryland Saint Mary’s College Indiana Salem College 
Salem State College San Diego State University Santa Clara University Santa Monica City College Sarah Lawrence College Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania Siena College Simmons College Simon Fraser University 
Simon’s Rock College of Bard Skagit Valley College-Mount Vernon, Whidbey Island Skidmore College Slippery Rock University Smith College Southampton College  Southern Connecticut State University Southern Illinois 
University, Carbondale Southern Methodist University Southern Oregon University Southwest Missouri State University Southwest State University Southwest Texas State University Southwestern Illinois Community College 
St. Scholastica’s College St. Thomas University Stanford University Stephens College Stetson University Stevens Institute of Technology Suffolk University Sul Ross State University SUNY Albany SUNY Binghamton SUNY 
Buffalo SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry SUNY Cortland SUNY Farmingdale SUNY Fredonia SUNY Geneseo SUNY Oneonta SUNY Potsdam Swarthmore College Syracuse University Temple University 
Tennessee Technological University Texas A&M University Texas Tech University Texas Wesleyan University Trent University, Oshawa Trent University, Peterborough Trinity College Trinity College, Dublin Trinity University 
Truman State University Tufts University Union College Unity College Universit⁄ Paris 8 Universit⁄ Reims University College of Cape Breton University College of the Cariboo University College London University of Aberdeen 
University of Akron University of Alabama Birmingham University of Alaska University of  lberta University of Arkansas Fayetteville University of Bristol-England University of British Columbia University of Calgary University 
of California Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Los Angeles, Riverside, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz University of Cambridge University of Central Florida University of Chicago University of Cincinnati University of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center University of Connecticut University of Delaware University of Denver University of Detroit Mercy University of Durham University of Florida University of Georgia University of Guelph University of 
Hartford, Hartford College for Women University of Hawaii, Manoa University of Houston University of Idaho University of Illinois Chicago University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign University of Iowa University of Kansas 
University of King’s College University of Leeds-Wakefield University of Leeds Yorkshire University of Louisiana Lafayette University of Louisville University of Maine University of Manchester University of Maryland Baltimore 
County University of Maryland College Park University of Massachusetts Amherst University of Massachusetts Boston University of Massachusetts Dartmouth University of Massachusetts Lowell University of Miami Coral 
Gables University of Michigan Ann Arbor University of Michigan Dearborn University of Minnesota Morris University of Minnesota Twin Cities University of Mississippi University of Missouri Columbia University of Missouri 
Kansas City University of Montana University of Nebraska Lincoln University of Nevada Las Vegas University of Nevada Reno University of New Brunswick Fredericton University of New Brunswick Saint John University of 
New Hampshire Durham University of New Mexico University of North Carolina Asheville University of North Carolina Chapel Hill University of North Carolina Charlotte University of North Dakota University of North Texas 
University of Northern Iowa University of Notre Dame University of Nottingham University of Oklahoma  University of Oregon University of Ottawa University of Oxford University of Pennsylvania University of Pittsburgh 
University of Plymouth University of Portland University of Prince Edward Island University of Puget Sound University of Redlands University of Regina University of Rhode Island University of Richmond University of 
Rochester University of Saskatchewan University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma University of Sheffield University of South Carolina University of South Florida University of Southern Maine University of Southern 
Mississippi University of Southern Mississippi-Gulf Coast Campus University of Surrey Roehampton University of Tennessee Chattanooga University of Texas Austin University of Texas El Paso University of the Philippines 
College of Arts and Letters University of the Philippines University of the Philippines College of Allied Med Professions University of the Philippines  College of Arts and Sciences University of the Philippines Colleges of 
Dentistry/Pharmacy University of the Sciences in Philadelphia University of Toledo University of Vermont University of Victoria University of Virginia University of Washington University of Western Ontario University of 
Windsor University of Wisconsin Fox Valley University of Wisconsin Green Bay University of Wisconsin Madison University of Wisconsin Milwaukee University of Wisconsin Platteville University of Wisconsin Whitewater 
University of Wyoming Utah State University Utica College of Syracuse University Valparaiso University Vanderbilt University Vassar College Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University Wake Forest University 
Washburn University Washington & Lee University School of Law Washington College of Law American University Washington University St. Louis Wellesley College Wesleyan College Wesleyan University West Chester 
University West Virginia University West Virginia Wesleyan College Western Connecticut State University Western Illinois University Western Kentucky University Western Michigan University Wheaton College Whittier 
College Wichita State University Wilfrid Laurier University Wilkes University Willamette University William Paterson University Winthrop University Worcester State College Xavier University Yale University York University
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The vagina revolution must begin in the seat of power.
Eve,  January 24

FIRST STOP: WASHINGTON DC

At the end of the V-Day 
performance of “The Vagina 
Monoluges” by Eve, Rosie 
Perez came on stage and 
read My Short Skirt, followed 
by Elizabeth Ashley reading 
Under the Burqa.
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There was an eight-foot vulva in the lobby of the Masonic Theater. Women posed in front of it like they once did on graduation night. It was 
a vagina carnival, a vulva festival and SF still retains it’s title: Vagina World Fair Zone.

Eve, February 12

SAN FRANCISCO:Masonic Center



 8 9

Proclamation establishing San Francisco as a Rape 

Free Zone and formally welcoming, “V-Day” a global 

movement to stop violence against women and girls to 

San Francisco, February 12, 2002:

WHEREAS, “V-Day” is a global movement to stop 

violence against women and girls for which annual 

theatrical and artistic events are produced around 

the world to raise money and to transform 

consciousness generating a broader attention for 

the fight to stop worldwide violence against women 

and girls; and 

WHEREAS, Violence against women does not 

distinguish between class, race, age or locality. 

Women are beaten in thatched huts, back alleys, 

plush hotel suites, college dorms high-rise 

apartments and trailer parks. Women are sold into 

sexual slavery, burned with acids and mutilated as 

little girls. Although the particular form of 

violence may vary from culture to culture, as a 

result women spend most of their lives recovering 

from, resisting or surviving violence rather than 

creating and thriving; and 

WHEREAS, the money raised through “V-Day” and 

on its behalf, is directly donated to grassroots, 

national and international organizations and 

programs that work to end rape, battery, incest, 

female genital mutilation (FMG) and 

sexual slavery; and 

WHEREAS, “V-Day” showcases the creativity of women 

through theatrical events and performances, “The 

Vagina Monologues” being at the centerpiece of these 

events; and Now Therefore, Be It 

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of 

Supervisors declares San Francisco a Rape Free Zone 

and formally; welcomes “V-Day” to San Francisco, 

February 12, 2002. 

In Recognition whereof, I have here unto set my hand 

and caused the Seal of the City and County of San 

Francisco to be affixed. 

Supervisor Tom Ammiano

President, San Francisco Board of Supervisors



 10 11

NEW YORK:Hammerstein Ballroom

Jane Fonda was in her power and lifted us into ours.
Isabella Rosselini broke the silence and brought down the house with Stronger than the Crème, a new monologue.

The Hammerstein was the site of our very first V-Day event back in 1998. This time around we honored our beneficiaries who work every 
day to end the violence, our fearless corporate and industry sponsors, and our many friends from around the world.  We danced for hours.  
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The song “I’m Every Woman” struck a particular chord, and I was 
soon to find that it has become a sort of anthem for V-Day — I 
heard it in every venue I visited in the months to come.

Eve, February 16, 2002
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Manilla — 6500 people filled 
an outdoor stadium chanting 
‘Puké!’ — which is ‘Vagina’ in 
Tagalog. Over seventy actors, 
congresswomen, writers, singers, 
and journalists took part in this 
event. At the climax, thousands 
of rose petals and red balloons 
fell from above — the sight was 
unforgettable.  

Forty-five ‘Comfort Women,’ all 
wearing white, were honored at 
the event. These were women 
taken by the Japanese during 
World War II for the purpose of 
providing soldiers with sexual 
gratification. They were held 
as sex slaves for two years dur-
ing the war. They are now all 
between the ages of seventy and 
ninety, and are demanding an 
apology and reparations from the 
Japanese government. Next year 
V-Day will be in Japan to make 
this a reality.

Eve, February 22

PHILIPPINES
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In Macedonia we were reunited 
with Gesfera, a Roma (gypsy) 
woman.  In 2001 at V-Day 
Bulgaria, she had said “Minja” 
(the equivalent of “vagina”) in 
public for the first time. Since 
then she’s committed herself to 
changing a particularly odi-
ous ritual. Traditionally, when 
a Roma girl gets married, after 
she has intercourse with her hus-
band, the men of the community 
come into their bedroom, spread 
her apart, and check to see if she 
had been a virgin. Now, with the 
help of V-Day funds, RWA Esma 
and Gesfera have started a gypsy 
V-Day Caravan — (“Me sijum 
caj, romni, daj” — “I’m a girl, 
woman, mother”) that will travel 
from community to community 
teaching how and why this ritual 
must be re-envisioned. A vagina 
miracle.

Eve, March 5

MACEDONIA

A dance version of “My 
Short Skirt” is the number 2 
song on Radio Kosova.
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V-Day and Equality Now, with 
Afghan leader Sima Wali, 
began planning for the Afghan 
Women’s Summit for Democracy 
on September 22nd, 2001. This 
was an immediate response to 
an unforeseen crisis and oppor-
tunity.

On December 4th, 5th, and 
6th, fifty Afghan women lead-
ers gathered at the European 
Commission in Brussels to dis-
cuss the future of their country. 
They were joined and support-
ed by leaders of several west-
ern women’s organizations and 
the UN. The delegates later met 
with officials from the European 
Parliament, the United Nations, 
and the United States Senate 
and State Department. The 
Afghan Women’s Summit 
brought the voices of Afghan 
women into the current interna-
tional political discourse.

To continue building with the 
women of the summit, V-Day 
held roundtable discussions in 
Kabul for two days in March 
2002. We expected forty par-
ticipants, and ended up with 
eighty-four women from around 
the country, including lawyers, 
judges, doctors, teachers, 
professors, NGO workers, and 
professionals. 

We brought thirteen satellite 
phones for women’s groups, 
to help them create networks 
within their country and commu-
nicate with the outside world.

AFGHANISTAN IS EVERYWHERE
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KABUL
We walk through an old women’s 
garden, thick in mud. The sol-
diers who  stand outside to guard 
it take us through.  It’s as if they 
are now  guarding a memory, a 
knowledge of another time in 
Kabul that was  luscious and 
green, where the almond groves 
and apple trees and  flowers were 
alive in the sun, and the dancing 
rooms and the theater  thrived.  
The soldiers guarding this park 
walk us around, pointing  out 
what was once there. You can 
smell the greenness and even 
though  most of the trees are 
skeletons and stumped, you can 
remember their  blooming. The 
soldiers become tender, proud 
when they describe the  dancing, 
when they tell of the days of joy.  
But these days are not  days they 
remember. They were born into 
dust. It is the memory of  their 
parents, or their parents’ parents, 
which they need to trust.   These 
soldiers, no more than 21, have 
never lived without the Kabul  
cough. It is like an allergy.  You 
get used to it.  

They walk us around until we 
come upon what was once the 
most  beautiful tree in the park.  
We stand around its charred 
remains. An  open wounded 
blackened trunk in the ground.  
It was once the grandest  tree of 
all. When the Taliban took the 
garden, they chopped down most  

of the ancient trees for kindling 
to keep themselves warm.  They 
tried  to chop this tree but it 
would not come down.  So, one 
night, they put  a bomb in the 
trunk and blew it up — blew 
it up — the most beautiful, the  
grandest and greenest, the most 
luscious, the holder-of-hope 
tree. They blew her up. Now 
there is a blackened-out hole in 
the ground. I  remember this 
tree. Or maybe it’s my mother’s 
memory or her mother’s  memory.  
Someone must remember all this 
before there were landmines  
and guns and bombs. Someone 
must remember before this dust 
seemed so  familiar, before this 
dust seemed like the future. The 
soldiers blew  her up because they 
could not cut her down.  

I hold fast to the memory of 
greenness as I cough. I see the gar-
den  alive. I hold fast to my belief 
that we will one day survive the  
beauty. That we will surrender to 
it rather than blowing it up.

Eve, March 8
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A film crew was there with 
us in Guatemala, as they 
were throughout the V-Day 
season, working on the 
upcoming V-World movie.  
One memorable moment 
was a trip to the market-
place, which suddenly 
became a sea of vaginas 
— luscious guavas, water-
melons, red peppers, and 
mangoes everywhere in the 
hot Guatemalan sun.

GUATEMALA CITY:National Theater

This particular V-Day would not 
have happened were it not for a 
brave twenty-one year old woman 
named Marsha Lopez.  Last year, 
Marsha, her sister, and her moth-
er all came to V-Day at Madison 
Square Garden.  Here, she was 
transformed and awakened to the 
plight of women and girls, as well 
as her own particular nightmare.  
She first organized a commercial 
run of “The Vagina Monologues” 
in Guatemala, then she created 
V-Day at the National Theatre.  
Two thousand people packed the 
theater.  At the beginning of the 
evening, Marsha, in a gorgeous 
red dress, got up and told how 
she had been beaten since she 
was thirteen by the man who 
was first her boyfriend and later 
became her husband.  She told of 
how she was finally able to mus-
ter the courage to leave him, and 
implored anyone who was being 
victimized by an abusive partner 
or spouse to do the same. Many 
women wept in the audience.  
They adored her courage and 
conviction. 

Eve, March 22
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MEXICO CITY:Sala Chopin Theatre

Esther Chavez, a tireless and 
courageous activist from Juarez 
came  to Mexcio City to speak 
out for the 300 women who 
have been beaten and raped and 
murdered in Juarez. I interviewed 
her in Freida Kahlo’s studio and 
we walked together through the 
pyramids. Esther created Casa 
Amiga in response to the hun-
dreds of murders and disappear-
ances of female factory workers in 
the border city of Juarez, Mexico.  
Casa Amiga does tremendously 
important work, providing psy-
chological, medical, and legal 
support to  survivors of violence.  
Hundreds of journalists attended 
the V-Day press conference, in 
large part because of Esther’s 
presence.   We decided to do next 
year’s event in one of the Juarez 
factories where the women who 
have been murdered worked.

Eve, March 26



 18 19

HARLEM: The Apollo Theater
Few words could be more exciting to me than these: “V-Day Harlem sold out the Apollo Theater.” This was 
truly an historic event, as African-American, Latina, and Asian women came together to perform before 
1200 people in this most gorgeous of theaters. The evening before, we had a dress rehearsal at Aaron Davis 
Hall.  Seven-hundred fifty people packed the venue, giving us a hint of what was to come.

Eve, March 30
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The performers took the crowd on an outrageous and wonderful journey—
alternately moving, hilarious, informative, and mystical. 

An official declaration from 
the office of New York State 
Senator David Patterson: 

“Harlem is a Vagina-Friendly 
Zone.”

Respect is won only by those who expect it, command it, who 
refuse to live without it. So let our demand rise up from Harlem 
to Watts, from Detroit to Memphis, from anywhere and every-
where that grooves to the hipswaying syncopated rhythm  of 
the Queen’s soulful beat: “Respect this Vagina!”

Kim Crenshaw, concluding her V-Day Harlem Vagina Fact
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LONDON:Royal Albert Hall

Four thousand people stood up for 
vaginas at the Royal Albert Hall 
— a place normally associated 
with enormous rock concerts.  We 
spent two days rehearsing with 
thirty-six actresses for this event.  
Christiane Amanpour, one of the 
most respected journalists in the 
world, flew in from Jerusalem 
to participate. Isabella Rosselini 
once again performed “Stronger 
than the Crème.” Bunny Christie, 
who designed the set for the 
West End run of “The Vagina 
Monologues,” outdid herself 
here — the actresses performed 
amongst many different styles of 
chairs, thrones, and lip-shaped 
couches.

Eve, February 5

Two hundred fifty people 
who had celebrated V-Day 
in different events through-
out Britain came together 
in a single Vulva Choir, 
under the direction of Chloe 
Goodchild, and sang her 
piece “Slow Down.”

©Jacky Fleming 



 20 21

The morning I arrived in 
Johannesburg, I turned on the 
car radio and heard the following 
in a South African accent: “Good 
morning! It’s a great day! It’s 
V-Day South Africa!”

This was followed by, of course, 
the song “I’m Every Woman.” I 
knew we were in for something 
remarkable. While this was my 
first taste of what South Africa 
V-Day would be like, I soon dis-
covered that a daring and canny 
ad campaign had built great 
excitement and expectation for 
the event.

The main beneficiary of V-Day 
South Africa was POWA (People 
Opposing Women Abuse). I vis-
ited one of their shelters — it was 
just built in Vosloorus, and can 
house ten women and their chil-
dren — and spent time listening 
to battered women there. Rape is 

SOUTH AFRICA:Caesar’s Gauteng

a tremendous problem in South 
Africa — every twenty-six sec-
onds, a woman is raped — and I 
was so moved by the stories these 
women told me.  

Our own Hibaaq Osman met 
with Muslim women, and I 
addressed over 100 wives of 
diplomats at the Union Building, 
the seat of government and, 
built in sandstone, a majestic 
architectural marvel.  

The show itself was eclectic and 
vibrant. At Ceasar’s Palace, 
three thousand people watched 
Young African dancers, and 
fabulous singers, including Lebo, 
who wove their work around the 
monologues. All the women wore 
beautiful red dresses created by 
local designers. A vagina cake 
was the highlight of the party 
afterwards.

Eve, April 10

The room I stayed in was 
called the Cleopatra suite.  
The woman who turned 
down my bed laid out a 
bathrobe on the bed and 
put a rose where the vagina 
would be. She scattered 
rose petals all over the 
room. This is V-World.
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As we pulled up to the Tasaru 
Rescue Center for girls, the safe 
house that was built with V-Day 
funds, we saw a sign on the road 
that read: “Until the Violence 
Stops.” We drove through a red 
gate and were greeted by hun-
dreds of girls in homemade, 
red-checkered dresses singing 
African songs, welcoming us into 
Safe House world. A large sign on 
the building reads “V-Day Safe 
House for Girls.” They wrapped 
me in a Masai cape, and affixed 
a V-beaded pin onto my shirt.  

We were walked into the Safe 
House, expecting to see one to two 
hundred members of the com-
munity. Instead, seven hundred 
people showed up! Masai elders, 
the young, men, boys…we were 
overwhelmed by this turnout.

In Masai tradition, a goat is one’s 
most valued possession. Two days 
before our arrival, Agnes Pareyio 
received two goats, which she 
slaughtered for a feast. She knew 
when she received these goats that 
female genital mutilation would 
eventually disappear.  

KENYA

We cut the large ribbon that 
encircled the house and began 
to explore. There are rooms and 
bunk beds for forty-eight girls.  
Each room is named after a 
member of V-Day or Equality 
Now — there’s the Jessica Room, 
the Willa Room, the Abby Room, 
and more. They even had an Eve 
Ensler wing, an entire second 
building for school and eating! 
We were all blown away.

In the Willa room, a girl was 
staying who had been beaten until 
she was bloody and then forced 
into marriage. She had endured 
FGM, and then her husband 
had men in the community hold 
her down for three days while 
he raped her. She ran away and 
found Agnes. No one knew she 
was pregnant. When we met her, 
she had a two-week old baby. At 
least for now, she was safe.  
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We were treated to dancing, 
poetry, and theater pieces about 
how the girls and young women 
would protect  themselves and 
each other, stop FGM, and 
become educated.

The next day, we brought Agnes 
to Nairobi, where she spoke to 
one hundred activists.  We vowed 
there would be a V-Day Nairobi 
next year. The Intercontinental 
Hotel in Nairobi gave Agnes all 
the free bedding she needs for the 
Safe House.  

Between the dazzling simple 
beauty of the house, the hundreds 
of Masai singing and dancing 
in red dresses…Kenya pro-
vided some of the most glorious 
moments in V-Day history.  
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RAPID CITY:Pine Ridge
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In some ways, Pine Ridge 
Reservation was the most heart-
wrenching and hopeful V-Day 
event. The average annual 
rate of rape and sexual assault 
among American Indians is 3.5 
times higher than for all races 
in the United States. With this 
sobering statistic, I arrived at 
Rapid City a few days early, and 
interviewed women from Sacred 
Circle, a center that works to stop 
violence and protect women and 
girls on reservations. Soon, many 
members of V-Day began to show 
up in South Dakota, flying in at 
their own expense to support the 
effort.

The night before the event, a 
sweat ceremony was held, with 
V-Day members participating 
alongside members of Cangleska, 
Inc., the organization serving the 
Oglala Lakota Nation and the 
chief beneficiary of this event.

The performance itself was 
held at the Ramkota Hotel and 
Convention Center.  Twelve 
hundred people came — an 
amazing figure for this location.  
I performed the show, with 
special guest appearances by 
the incomparable Jane Fonda, 
Tantoo Cardinal, and Ulali.

What a privilege it was to be able 
to honor the work of the women 
of Cangleska — work done on 
the part of the native women 
who remain invisible, isolated, 
and forgotten. We promised these 
women we would never forget 
them… that this event was just 
the beginning.  

Shortly after V-Day Rapid City, 
Suzanne Blue Star Boy joined V-
Day to lead our campaign to end 
violence against women on all   
American Indian and Canadian 
First Nations People lands. Our 
dream is to build a Hocoka, an 
American Indian altar for heal-
ing on Indian land, where women 
can come from all over the world 
to recover from their abuse.
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1022
BENEFICIARIES

WORLDWIDE CAMPAIGN - U.S. AWARDS SafeQuest Solano Purple Berets Alexandria House International Medical Corps Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence Coalition to End 
Domestic and Sexual Violence Shelter from the Storm Silver Springs Foundation Petaluma Peoples Services Center Next Door Stork’s Next Black Infinity Health Marin Rape Crisis Center Women’s 
Crisis Support-Defensa De Mujeres United Against Sexual Assault Women’s Justice Center Purple Berets Positive Images Project Sanctuary Mary Magdalene Project, Inc. A Woman’s Place MESA 
- Moving to End Sexual Assault Alternative Horizons SHARE - Safe House of Fort Morgan The Women’s Center of Danbury Deaf Abused Women’s Network Charis Circle Feminist Women’s Health 
Center Women’s Resource Center Sexual Assault Counseling & Information Service Rape Victim Advocates The Sexual Assault Services Center of Guardian Angel Home Domestic Violence Network 
of Greater Indianapolis InterAction Theater, Inc. The Caring Place Kentucky Association of Sexual Assault Programs Clothesline Project Women’s Center at U of L The Mary Byron Foundation 
Planned Parenthood of Louisville Jefferson County Attorney General’s Office The Center for Women and Families ElderServe Court Watch Project Women Helping Women Women’s Crisis Center 
of Greater Newburyport Inc. Elizabeth Freeman Center RESPOND, Inc. Abby’s House Daybreak Rape Crisis Center of Central Massachusetts The Next Step Downeast Sexual Assault IADV EarSay 
Every Woman’s Place Western Michigan Legal Services A Community Link- A Step Up Program Council for Children Legal Services of the Southern  Piedmont Mecklenburg County Women’s 
Commission Mending Hearts NOVA The Family Center United Family Services What Goes Around Comes Around Women First YWCA’s Women in Transition Program Family Violence & Rape 
Crisis Services Community Violence Intervention Center (CVIC) Shelter our Sisters YWCA of Bergen County Rape Crisis Center Bergen Family Center Albuquerque Rape Crisis Center Santa Fe 
Rape Crisis Center Community Against Violence Adelphi New York Statewide Breast Cancer Hotline Victims Information Bureau of Suffolk (VIBS) Planned Parenthood of Nassau County Rape 
Crisis Intervention Program Removing The Barriers NCJW Stop Violence Project The YWCA of Summit County Rape Crisis Center Ross County Coalition Against Domestic Violence The Cleveland 
Rape Crisis Center Artemis Center for Alternatives to Domestic violence Family Abuse Shelter of Miami County Klamath Crisis Center/Harbor House Shelter for Battered Women and Children 
Oregon Midwifery Council Planned Parenthood Association of Bucks County A Woman’s Place Women’s Resource Center Domestic Violence Service Center Silent Witnesses of Rhode Island RI 
Victim’s Advocacy and Support Center Hope Cottage Citizens Opposed to Domestic Abuse The Richmond YWCA Healthy Families of Clallam County Island Domestic Violence Outreach Services 
Dane County Rape Crisis Center Domestic Abuse Intervention Services Hope House The Women’s Center Take Back the Night Team for West Virginia Children Contact Huntington Branches 
Domestic Violence Shelter WORLDWIDE CAMPAIGN INTERNATIONAL AWARDS Revolutionary Afghan Women’s Association (RAWA) Women Up North Housing Inc. Brisbane Rape and 
Incest Survivors’ Support Centre Domestic Violence Resource Centre Survivors Laurel House Lismore and District Women’s Health Centre Inc Women’s Refuge Group Association A.M.M.I.E. 
Kootenai Community Centre Children Who Witness Abuse Kelowna Women’s Resource Centre Society The Nelson & District Women’s Centre The Nelson Community Services Centre The Advocacy 
Centre South Okanagan Women In Need Society Penticton & Area Women’s Centre Society South Okanagan Victim Assistance Society Northern Society for Domestic Peace Pearl’s Place Transition 
House Sunshine Coast Women’s Resources Society Service Inform Elles Victoria Women’s Sexual Assault Centre Transition House for Battered Women and Children Women in Need Society British 
Columbia Eating Disorder Association Chiwid Transition House Women’s Contact Society The Fundy Region Transition House Alice Housing Phoenix Youth Programs Avalon Sexual Assault Centre 
Coverdale Bryony House Universal Shelter Coverdale Centre Chrysalis House The Red Door Chrysalis House The Yellow Brick House The Sexual Assault Centre Lanark County Interval House & 
Sexual Assault Centre Hoshizaki House Women’s Sexual Assault Centre of Renfrew County The AIDS Committee of Guelph and Wellington County Sandgate Women’s Shelter of Georgina Women’s 
House of Bruce County Planned Parenthood Waterloo Region Women’s Resources Sexual Assault Centre London Women’s Sexual Assault Helpline and Outreach Services of York Region York 
Region Abuse Program Sexual Assault Support Centre Women 2 Women YWCA Genevra House Timmins and Area Women in Crisis Centre Sexual Assault Crisis Centre Le Centre ASPERIMOWIN 
Le CRAN des femmes Le Centre pour les victimes d’agression sexuelle de Montreal Le Centre d’hébergement TIPINUAIKAN Moose Jaw Transition House Domestic Violence Research Invervention 
and Prevention Autonomes Maedchenhaus Big Hotline e. V. Haus fuer Frauen und Kinder Nummer 1 Wildwasser Frankfurt Notruf und Beratung fuer verwaltigte Frauen e.V Frauen-Notruf  Idar-
Oberstein Frauenbüro Lübeck for upcoming ‘Was sehen Sie, Frau Lot’ exhibition Friedeninitiative Nottuin-Action buero Afghanistan Fundacion Preventiva del SIDA “Fernando Iturbide” Asociacion 
de Mujeres Madre Tierra Indonesian Women Coalition For justice and democarcy V-Day Artemisia Centro donne contro la violenza Catia Franci SVS Donna aiuta donna Cerchi d’Acqua-Cooperativa 
sociale contro la violenza alle donne O.N.L.U.S. Centro Anti-violenza Parma Shelter Center Association for Fight Against Violence Centre for Consultancy for Family Krisjour för kvinnor i Lund 
Terrafem i Malmö Tjejjouren i Malmö Kvinnojouren i Malmö Womens Refuge Brighton Women’s Aid Federation of England Cambridge Women’s Aid/Olive Tree Project The Rape and Sexual Abuse 
Support Centre  Colchester Rape Crisis Line Gloucestershire Rape Crisis Centre AGRTS Area Rape Crisis and Sexual Abuse Centre Border Women’s Aid Bromley Women’s Aid Women & Childrens 
Aid Centre (Centre 56) Brent Women’s Aid Lambeth Women’s Aid The Survivors Network Tynside Rape Crisis Centre Newcastle Women’s Aid Refuge Newham Asian Women’s Project Breaking 
Free Womens Counselling Service Rape & Sexual Abuse Centre Voice for Change Southall Black Sisters Moray Women’s Aid V-Day Havering Women’s Aid Stroud Beresford Group Kingston 
Women’s Refuge Sutton Womens Refuge Edinburgh Womens Rape and Sexual Abuse Centre Shakti Women’s Aid V-Day Spotlight on Afghan Women Fund COLLEGE CAMPAIGN - U.S. 
AWARDS The Project for Victims of Family Violence My Sister’s Place C.A.S.A. De Colores Angel Step In D.O.V.E.S. Haven Hills, Inc. Project Sister North Coast Rape Crisis Team The SHARE 
Institute Take Back the Night 2002 El Concilio Marjaree Mason Center Central California Pride Network Healing For Survivors Planned Parenthood Mar Monte, Destination Out...of Harm’s Way 
Rape Counseling Service Human Options CSP Inc. Sexual Assault Victim Services Glendale YWCA Domestic Violence Project Deaf Women Against Violence (DWAV) Cal. State Long Beach – Gay, 
Lesbian, Bi-sexual Transgender Center V-Day Sexual Assault Crisis Agency of Long Beach Cal. State Long Beach - Women’s Resource Center Cal. State Long Beach - University Players Sexual 
Assault Crisis Agency of Long Beach Planned Parenthood 1736 Family Crisis Center Coalition Against Slavery and Trafficking (C.A.S.T.) A Woman’s Place of Merced Haven Women’s Center of 
Stanislaus A Safe Place Bay Area Women Against Rape (BAWAR) Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan Intersex Society of North America Cal Poly Pomona Violence Against 
Women Grant Office Prototypes for Women CSUS Women’s Resource Center My Sister’s House Option House Becky’s House Women’s Resource Center Casa De Clara Women’s Shelter Sojourn 
Women’s Center of San Joaquin County Valley Trauma Center A Window Between Worlds YWCA Wings Whittier Women and Children’s Crisis Center Yolo County Sexual Assault and Domestic 
Violence Center Yucaipa Outreach Gateway Battered Women’s Shelter Rape Awareness and Assistance Program (RAAP) The Rape Intervention Team Hilltop Community Resources Mesa State 
College – Whistle Defense Program WFC Central Connecticut Sexual Assault Crisis Service Greater New Haven Sexual Assault Crisis Services Program SCSU Women’s Center Women Empower 
Against Violence, Inc. Planned Parenthood Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse Peacefuls Paths Inc. Domestic Abuse Network Campus NOW Gainesville NOW Victim Advocacy Center Mujer FSU 
Women’s Center Florida Council Against Sexual Violence Partnership Against Domestic Violence SAFE Homes: Domestic Violence Intervention Center of Augusta DeKalb Rape Crisis Center The 
Crisis Line of Middle Georgia Sister’s Offering Support Sex Abuse Treatment Center Waypoint Services for Women, Children and Families Domestic & Sexual Abuse Resource Center Deaf Women 
of Iowa Against Abuse Boise State University Women’s Center Univ. of Idaho Sexual Assault Risk Reduction Program Alternatives to Violence of the Palouse Banncock County Domestic Violence/ 
Sexual Assault Task Force Northwest Center Against Sexual Assault (CASA) Chicago Abused Women Coalition Friends of Battered Women and Their Children Apna Ghar Rape Victim Advocates 
DOVE Inc. of Decatur Safe Harbor Family Crisis Center The Sexual Assault Services Center of Guardian Angel Home Western Illinois Regional Council -Victim Services The Center for Prevention 
of Abuse A Woman’s Fund Safe Passage Women’s Shelter of DeKalb Middle Way House Office of Women’s Affairs, Illinois Univ. at Bloomington Elkhart County YWCA, Women’s Shelter The 
Rainbow Shelter Planned Parenthood of Terra Haute YWCA of St. Joseph County SOS of Madison Foundation (Sex Assualt Services) Union Community Church Parish Nurse Program S.O.S. 
Plumb Place Bluegrass Rape Crisis Center Stuller Place/ Sexual Abuse Response Center New England Learning Center for Women in Transition Women’s Health and Education Fund of 
Southeastern Mass. The Network/La Red Casa Myrna Vazquez Jane Doe, Inc. Rosie’s Place Boston Area Rape Crisis Center Asian Task Force Against Domestic Violence The Transition House 
Boston Area Rape Crisis Center EMERGE On the Rise Transition House The Cambridge Women’s Center Take Back The Night Women’s Center at SStar Newbury Port Women’s crisis center Safe 
Passage Womanshelter/Companeras Battered Women’s Resources Inc Alternative House The UMass-Dartmouth Women’s Resource Center Safe Passage The Elizabeth Freeman Center 
Womanshelter/Companeras Waltham Support Committee for Battered Women Abby’s House, Worcester, MA Choices YWCA Daybreak, Inc Rape Crisis Center of Western MA Women’s Studies 
Abby’s House Daybreak Resources for Women and Children Rape Crisis Center of Central Massachusetts My Sister’s Place The House of Ruth Family Crisis Resource Center Dove Center Spruce 
Run Rape Response Services Grand Valley Women’s Center-Peer Sexual Assault Program YWCA-Sexual Assault Program Women’s Aid Service, Inc. of Gratiot County CCOP Alternative Center 
For Girls My Sister’s Place Mich. State Univ. -  Safe Place YWCA-Sexual Assault Program Eve’s House Take Back The Night Fund Eastern Mich. Univ. Student Crisis Center Northwoods Coalition 
for Battered Women Sexual Assault Program Sexual Violence Resource Center Women’s Center Cornelia Place WomanSafe Equay Wiigamig Women’s Center Stop the Violence Fund Victim Support 
Services The Family Violence Center AWARE Program of Barnes-Jewish Hospital YWCA St. Louis Regional Sexual Assault Center Fortress Outreach Gulf Coast Women’s Center for Nonviolence 
Family Crisis Services Helpmate Our Voice O.A.S.I.S. Crossroads Sexual Assault Response and Resource Center Family Violence Prevention Center of Orange County Orange County Rape Crisis 
Center The Shelter for Battered Women Victim Assistance Duke University Office of Sexual Assault Support Services Durham Crisis Response Center Planned Parenthood of Greensboro The 
Women’s Center of Wake County Molly Hays Glander Sexual Assault Response Line North Carolina State Women’s Center Coalition Against Sexual Assault in North Dakota North Dakota Council 
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$7,300,000.00
RAISED

on Abused Women’s Services Domestic Violence and Rape Crisis Center Rape and Abuse Crisis Center SHARPP Monadnock Women’s Crisis Services NH Task Force to End Domestic Violence 
The Safe House Women’s Rights Information Center HiTOPS Shelter Our Sisters Domestic Violence Program; Women Rising Inc. WOMANSPACE Planned Parenthood of Central NJ 180 ( the 
Women’s Center of Monmouth County) Jersey Battered Women’s Services Women Aware Babyland Domestic Violence Program Babyland (Domestic Violence Shelter) Womanspace Project S.A.F.E. 
PMS Teen Health Centers Committee Against Domestic Violence Community Action Against Rape Shade Tree Community Action Against Rape Nevada Network Against Domestic Violence Albany 
County Crime Victims Services Equinox Domestic Violence programs Crime Victims, Rape Crisis Center Equinox, Inc. YWCA of Schenectady County Samaritan Sexual Assault Services ACCORD 
Corporation WomanFocus University at Buffalo’s Sub-Board Anti-Rape Task Force Victims of Violence YWCA Hall House  Livingston County Rape Crisis Center Nassau County Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence Tompkins County Task Force for Battered Women BIGAYLA SWE – Students for Women’s Empowerment Child Sexual Abuse Project CVSA – Crime Victims and Sexual Assault 
Services Crime Victim and Sexual Assault Services Agnes Home RAINBO Equality Now Dominican Women’s Development Center-Nuevo Amanecer Program Project Return Women’s Center at John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice Violence Intervention Program Oneonta History Club Oportunities for Ostego STOP Domestic Violence Crisis Center SANE Nurse Examiner Program Northern 
Westchester Women’s Shelter Grace Smith House Alternatives for Battered Women Teen Mother Infant Care Center, Covenant United Methodist Church Alternatives for Battered Women Tanzanian 
Sisters Project The Saratoga Rape Crisis Center Women’s Center- Southampton College Syracuse University R.A.P.E. Center Planned Parenthood of the Rochester/Syracuse Region Rape Crisis 
Center of Syracuse Vera House Syracuse University Rape Center Unity House Sexual Assault and Crime Victims Assistant Program (SACVAP) YWCA-Hall House New Horizons of the Mohawk 
Valley My Sisters’ Place Transformations Project Survivor Emergency Fund Anna Louise Inn Cleveland Domestic Violence Center Choices for Victims of Domestic Violence Association of Women 
Students Genesis House Univ. of Toledo Sexual Assault Education and Prevention Program Women’s Service and Family Resource Center Women’s Resource and Family Center Women’s Resource 
Center Womens Outreach Center Stillwater Domestic Violence Services Center Against Rape and Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Support Services Womespace Project Saferide & Night Ride 
Bradley-Angle House Intersex Society of North America - Survivor Project Portland Women’s Crisis Line Desarrollo Integral de la Familia (DIF) Clackamas Women’s Services Pastoral Women’s 
Council Liberty House Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley Passages Women’s Resources of Monroe County, Inc. August Survivors Center Lehigh Valley Crime Victim’s Counsel SafeNET Erie Rape 
Crisis Center, Inc. VOICE The Alice Paul House Health Clinic of the Lancaster Shelter of Abused Women Susquehanna Valley Women in Transition Women’s Services Women Against Rape Lawrence 
County Shelter/Rape Crisis Center Women’s Way Women Against Abuse Women in Transition Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania Women Organized Against Rape Myriam’s Centre 
County Women’s Resource Center Domestic Violence Center of Chester CountyCrime Victime Center of Chester County Domestic Violence Service Center Victim’s Resource Center YWCA’s Wise 
Options Rhode Island Coalition Against Domestic Violence Sexual Assault & Trauma Resource Center Youth Pride Inc Planned Parenthood of Rhode Island Sojourner House Destiny House The 
Women’s Center of Rhode Island From Darkness to Light People Against Rape Sexual Trauma Services of the Midlands Sistercare Crossroads Group Home Safe Harbor Women’s Shelter Sexual 
Assualt Resource Center Rape and Domestic Abuse Center Children’s Inn Sexual Assault Resource Center of Family and Children’s Services  Domestic Violence Coalition Women’s Action Council 
Memphis Sexual Assualt Resource Center Rhodes Men Againist Rape TN Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence Utima House, Inc. SAVE Survivors Against Violent Environments Safe 
Place Settlement Home TARAL - Rosie Jiminez Foundation AIDS Services of the Brazos Valley The Family Place Denton County Friends of the Family Houston Area Women’s Center Aid to Victims 
of Domestic Abuse Houston Area Womens Center JASA House of Texas Crisis Center Feminist Majority Adopt-a-School Program Sexual Assault Survivor Services George Mason Victims Against 
Violence Fund Women for Women International Harrisonburg Citizens Against Sexual Assault Project Horizon Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley YWCA Battered Women’s Program 
Sexual Assault Response and Awareness Total Action Against Poverty The SARA Program WomenSafe Women’s Programs GRCC YWCA Other Bank Safeplace Home Alive Youth and Family 
Connections Perpetrators of Domestic Violence Program Oddysey Youth Center Take A Stand Hope House Women and Children’s Free Restaurant Pierce County YWCA Women’s Shelter YWCA 
- Safe House The Harbor House Beloit College Rape Kit Fund Planned Parenthood Fox Cities Sexual Assault Crisis Center Buckhannon Women’s Aid in Crisis West Virginia Foundation for Rape 
Information Services Rape and Domestic Violence Information Center The SAFE Project of Laramie, WY Georgetown University Law Center’s Domestic Violence Clinic COLLEGE CAMPAIGN - 
INTERNATIONAL AWARDS Revolutionary Association of Afghan Women (RAWA) University of Kabul, Women’s Studies Program Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse Sonshine 
Community Services Brenda Stafford Center Yellowhead Emergency Shelter The Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre Prostitution Alternatives Counseling Education (PACE) Reclaiming Self 
Aboriginal Women’s Action Network Prostitution’s Education and Empowerment Society Victoria Women’s Sexual Assault Centre Univ. of Victoria Resource Sexual Assault Centre Random Acts of 
Kindness Fredericton Sexual Assault Crisis Centre Fredericton Transition House Gignoo Transition HouseLiberty Lane First Steps Housing Project Newfoundland And Labrador Sexual Assault 
Crisis and Prevention Centre Women’s Resource Centre Iris Kirby House Bryony House Transition House Foundation Guelph-Wellington Women in Crisis Sexual Assault Centre (Hamilton and 
Area) Kingston Interval House Dawn’s House Women Shelter Kingston Sexual Assault Crisis Centre Mary’s Place K-W Sexual Assault Support Centre Women’s Community House North York 
Women’s Shelter Harmony House Trent Women’s Centre Niijkiwendidaa Anishnaabe-Kwewag Services Circle Peterborough YWCA Kawartha Sexual Assault Centre Women in Crisis Centre The 
Northwestern Ontario Women’s Centre Beendigan, Native Women’s Shelter Thunder Bay Sexual Assault Sexual Abuse Crisis and Counselling Centre Faye Peterson Transition House Assualted 
Women’s And Children’s Advocate/Counsellor Program and George Brown College Women’s Centre Canadian College of Naturopathic Medicine Women’s Health Program Education Wife Assault 
Saint Monica House Hiatus House PEI Rape and Sexual Assault Crisis Ctr. Transition House Association (Anderson House) L’Autre Chez Soi Le centre d’entraide la Destinee Regina Women’s 
Community Centre & Sexual Assault Line SOFIA House Instituto Mexiquense de la Mujer Nextlink The Hounslow Rape and Crisis Support Centre Tower Hamlets and Hackney and City Victim 
Support Scheme Crossroads Womens Centre Women In Dialogue Black Women’s Health Women’s Aid Advice Centre Sheffield Domestic Abuse Forum V-Day Spotlight on Afghan Women Fund 
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Familia Bundesverband Ilanud Assaulted Women’s Helpline Ulaanbaatar City Women’s Council Autonomous Women’s House Casa Delle Donne National Domestic Violence Hotline What Girls 
Know Dream Yard Project Ear/Say (Crossing The Boulevard) Steps To End Domestic Violence Int. Medical Corps (Vaginal Reconstruction In Sierra Leone) Friends Of Tibetan Women’s Assn - Sri 
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ESMA - Roma Women’s Project Women’s Garden Mahbouba - Report On Violence Against Afghan Women Afghan Refugee Camp - Water Pump Revolutionary Afghan Women’s Association (RAWA) 
Tasaru Ntomonok  (Safe House For Girls) Leah Moito - FGC Education Shabnam Hashimi - Atrocities Against Women/Gujarat Center For Strategic Initiatives Of Women Medica Mondiale- Safe 
House For Afghan Single Women SAN FRANCISCO V-DAY Asian Pacific Islander Legal Outreach Asian Women’s Shelter Bay Area Women Against Rape Bay Area Legal Aid Center For Gender And 
Refugee Studies Community United Against Violenc Cooperative Restraining Order Clinic Domestic Violence Consortium Family Violence Prevention Fund Family Violence Project La Casa De 
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Coalition Against Violence Domestic Violence Clearing House SafeHome Women Helping Women YWCA - Domestic Violence Programs Women & Girls Fund, Community Foundation Planned 
Parenthood-Services To Rape Victims Women’s Resource Center Family Support Center Women’s Center Of Gr. Pittsburgh Family Violence Center Sexual Assault Recovery Center Haven House 
Sexual Assault Support Center Hubbard House Planned Parenthood of N.E. Florida - For Teed Ed. Program Houston Area Women’s Center The Spring Of Tampa Bay TVM  - LOS ANGELES Aviva 
1736 Family Crisis Center Break The Cycle Haven House L.A. Commission On Assaults Against Women Ramona High School Rape Treatment Center Rosa Parks Sexual Assault Crisis Center 
Soujourn Services For Battered Women Step Up/Girls, Inc. Violence Intervention Program TVM BOSTON The R.O.S.E. Fun Massachusetts N.O.W. Foundation Casa Myrna Vasquez
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VISIBILITY

“Eve Ensler wants to save the world…and don’t 
even think of trying to get in her way.”  

 Febuary 10, 2002

“ The event celebrated the 
honored role of the vagina, a 
function that has shifted to be 
seen as something indecent.”   

March 10, 02

“Each performer donated 
her time to this cause, which 

raised awareness about 
violence against women -- a 
subject seldom discussed in 
the Black community -- and 
money for a number of non-
profit organizations includ-
ing African-American Task 
Force On violence Against 
Women, Violence Interven-

tion Program (VIP), The 
Dominican Women’s Devel-
opment Center, and Sakhi. “ 

Essence.com April 8, 02

V-Day encourages media 
all over the world to take up 
the issue of violence against 
women and girls, and to spread 
the inspiring stories of women 
working to stop the violence. 

This year, V-Day broke through 
on so many levels:

A series of high profile stories 
ran in a wide range of print, 
radio and television outlets 
including:  

THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE
TIME

NEWSWEEK 
TV GUIDE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
LE MONDE

MARIE CLAIRE 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

THE NATION 
THE CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 

THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 
THE GUARDIAN 

SALON 
GLAMOUR 

MS.
IN STYLE 
ESSENCE 

DAILY VARIETY 
HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 

WOMEN’S E-NEWS 
USA TODAY 

CNN 
Oprah 
PBS 
E! 

BET 
UNIVISION 

BBC 
NPR 

to name a few…

Media coverage itself was 
grassroots and global as local 
press covered more than 800 V-
Day benefits. Organizers were 
supplied with sample press 
releases and press kits so that 
each event became part of the 
larger, worldwide effort. Many 
events were wildly success-
ful.  For example, V-Day South 
Africa alone received cover-
age in over  99 media outlets 
nationwide. “Four years ago, Eve Ensler founded V-Day to draw attention 

to the issue of violence against women.  Today, her movement 
includes remarkable women around the world fighting to end 
sex abuse.  Their personal stories of triumph over tragedy will 

inspire you to join the crusade...”
March 2002

“Despite the overwhelming 
statistics that would suggest 
victory is impossible, V-Day 
has grown exponentially, 

from an underground femi-
nist event to a mainstream 

media one.”
Cindy Richards, 

November 28, 01
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Worth Magazine: America’s 100 Best Charities 2001

Amnesty International Media Spotlight Award 2001

Matrix Award 2002

WILL/WAND Bell South Torchbearer Award 2002 

Glamour “Women of the Year” 2001

Key to the City of Portland Maine 2002

RECOGNITION

During our 2002 season, V-Day and Eve Ensler were 

honored with many awards.
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In 2002, V-Day happened in 800 venues around the world. Celebrations were held in an 
Anglican Church in Nova Scotia, a Masai village in Kenya, a Lakota reservation in South 
Dakota,  a stadium in Manila, a synagogue in Great Britain.

There were sold out performances at Caesar’s Palace in South Africa, The National Theater 
in Guatemala, The Royal Albert Hall in London, the Folies Bergeres in Paris, and the Apollo 
Theater in Harlem. At 515 schools from Harvard University in the United States to the HELP 
Institute in Selangor, Malaysia, from the University of the Philippines in Manila to the London 
School of Economics, thousands of college students reclaimed their power and worked 
to protect and honor vaginas. Through our 2002 College Campaign alone, over 5 million 
people were exposed to V-Day and our mission to stop worldwide violence against women 
and girls. Through College and Worldwide Campaign efforts and other V-Day initiatives 
and actions, Roma women in Macedonia vowed to reverse ancient and heinous marriage 
practices that abuse women, girls were saved from female genital mutilation and allowed 
to be educated in Kenya, Harlem was declared Vagina Friendly by the State Senator, San 
Francisco was pronounced a Rape Free Zone by the City Council. Red balloons, red rose 
petals, red banners, red gowns, red boas filled the stages and halls.

We know already that in 2003, V-Day will spread to thousands more venues and cultures 
around the world. As V-Day benefit performances of “The Vagina Monologues” reach more 
people, as the V-energy spreads, 2003 must be the year when we envision a new world, 
where violence has ended and V-World is finally born.

V-DAY 2003 

FROM V-DAY TO V-WORLD

A WORLDWIDE VAGINA REVOLUTION WAS BORN!
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ALLOWED TO BE BORN IN CHINA, INDIA AND KOREA

SWIMMING IN IRAN

SAFE IN THEIR BEDS AT HOME IN THE UNITED STATES, EUROPE AND ASIA 

EATING ICE CREAM IN AFGHANISTAN

KEEPING THEIR CLITORISES IN AFRICA AND ASIA

WEARING BLUE JEANS IN ITALY

VOTING IN KUWAIT

WALKING IN THE PARK AT NIGHT IN THE UNITED STATES

OPENLY FLIRTING IN JORDAN

SAFE AT PARTIES ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES

PLAYING WITH TOYS AND NOT BEING SOLD AS THEM IN ASIA, THE UNITED STATES, 

EUROPE AND EASTERN EUROPE

DRIVING CARS IN SAUDI ARABIA

WEARING TROUSERS IN SWAZILAND

SAFELY WALKING HOME FROM WORK IN JUAREZ, MEXICO

ENJOYING SEX

CELEBRATING THEIR DESIRES

LOVING THEIR BODIES

RUNNING THE WORLD

Here’s what V-World will look like:

WHEN THE VIOLENCE STOPS, WOMEN AND GIRLS WILL BE

V-WORLD VISION

We urge you to expand this list and put your power behind the vision.
— Eve Ensler, Founder & Artistic Director, V-DAY/Playwright —
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2003 CAMPAIGN GOALS 

2003 will be the biggest V-Year ever yet.

Usher in V-World: a world free of violence

Create 2003 V-Day events around the world

Raise $10,002,003 to end violence against women and girls

Build V-alliances to end violence against women in the Near East and Africa

Bring V-Day to American Indian, Alaskan Native and Canadian First Nation colleges, 
universities and reservations throughout the United States and Canada

Demand worldwide that 1% of defense budgets be spent 
on the real defense of women and girls

Empower women and girls everywhere to empower themselves by raising money, 
spirit and consciousness

With your help, in 2003 V-Day will

Help us create V-World in your town, in your college, in your country.
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$10,002,003 our goal

$7,300,000 raised

$2,000,000 raised

$1,000,000 raised

$300,000 raised

$150,000 raised

2003 events

800 events

250 events

160 events

70 events

1 event

2003 

2002 

2001 

2000 

1999 

1998
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V-COUNSEL

Suzanne Blue Star Boy

danah boyd

Myung Hee Cho

Judy Corcoran

Kristen Cortiglia

Eve Ensler

Abby Epstein

Jerri Lynn Fields

Blair Glaser

Honey Harris

Benita Kline

Hal Leventhal

Cecile Lipworth

Shael Norris

Karen Obel

Hibaaq Osman

Alex Petti

Allison Prouty

Andrew Shalit

Susan Celia Swan

Barbara Wein

The V-Day Core consists of a 
small number of full-time and 
part-time staff. A much larger 
number of supporters and 
V-Day volunteers generously 
give their time and lend their 
resources to stop the violence. 
Eve Ensler has never received 
payment from V-Day for her 
work.

V-CORE

SERVING VDAY

V-ADVISORS

UNTIL THE VIOLENCE STOPS

Nancy Rose

Janet Dobrovolny

Carole Black

Cathie Black

Beth Dozoretz

Jane Fonda

Mellody Hobson

Pat Mitchell

Joan Steinberg
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V-Day thanks and acknowledges the many photographers and other artists who have contributed their work to this book. Special 
thanks to Paula Allen  for photographs of Kenya and South Dakota and Image Direct for their many contributions. All work is copyright 
© by its original creator. For complete credits, visit www.vday.org/vbook.
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SPONSORS

V-Day is fortunate to have 
the support of corporations 
worldwide that collaborate 
with us and provide significant 
financial support for our work.  
The following companies were 
V-Day sponsors and market-
ing partners during our 2002 
campaign.

Eziba

Fairmont Hotels and Resorts

Karen Neuburger 

Lifetime Television

Liz Claiborne

Marie Claire

Sundari

Tampax

Vosges Haut-Chocolat

The printing of this book was 
made possible by a generous 
contribution from Hearst 
Magazines. We thank them for 
their support in bringing this 
book to your hands.

COMMERCIAL PRODUCTIONS OF 
“The Vagina Monologues”

SUPPORTERS

V-Day is grateful to the following 
individuals who have provided 
extraordinary leadership gifts to 
support our work.

Jane Fonda

Suze Orman

Since the play first opened, 
V-Day has received ongoing 
financial support from “The 
Vagina Monologues.” A por-
tion of the revenue from ticket 
sales is contributed to V-Day. 
Everyone who purchases a tick-
et to “The Vagina Monologues” 
— as well as the casts, crew, 
and producers who stage 
the show — is contributing to 
the work. In addition, David 
Stone and his company Stone 
Productions, and the author 
have made significant contribu-
tions from their earnings.

THANK YOU
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Get Involved! Visit www.vday.org 


